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letter from Our Home ...
We love historic homes. It’s not just their beauty and ability to withstand 
the facets of time — it’s their stories. I feel like I hear my home whisper 
when my fingers trace its hand-carved rail. I can also feel the presence 
of nearly two-centuries of children in the scrapes and creaks of the 
floorboards. My home reminds my family that we belong to something 
much bigger than the here and now.

There’s no doubt historic homes are sought after for their charm but can 
they keep up with today’s busy families? Families that want and need the 
modern amenities of today’s sought-after kitchens and baths. I believe 
a lot of historic homeowners are skeptical to add-on modern luxuries, 
afraid of imposing change on their home. 

In this issue of Our Home in the Finger Lakes we introduce you to a 
local couple that figured out how to blend today’s top technology with 
yesterday’s craftsmanship — and it is beautiful. The homeowners took 
cues from the house and ended up with an incredibly modern kitchen and 
bath that matches the integrity of the exquisite historic elements found 
throughout their 1925 Federal-style home. 

Our Home will also take you to a new church with an old beginning. We’ll 
tell you how a local preservation team managed to turn a Greek Revival-
style house into a place of public worship. The end result is a peaceful 
respite that feels like it was built for reverence; a place that reminds us we 
belong to something bigger. 

So go ahead, enjoy the best of both worlds and update your historic home 
for today’s living. It will continue to stand-up to time if you listen to it and 
let it lead you in its transformation.

— Jennifer Reed, Niche Manager
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historic detailing  
works for modern kitchen.

AT HOME WITH A LOCAL ARCHITECT

BY DONNA DE PALMA | FREELANCE WRITER 
PHOTOS BY JACK HALEY | MESSENGER POST MEDIA

H How does an architect 
remodel his own home? 

Allen Rossignol, architect, 
founder and president of 
Edge Architecture, and 
his wife, Jeannine, live in a 
1925 Federal-style home in 
Brighton with their four young 
sons. The family outgrew the 
home's original 10- by 12-foot 
kitchen which had underwent 
a minor remodel in the 80s.
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“
“

“The kitchen in our home was 
serving several purposes because 
of its location in the house. The 
front of the family room and 
adjacent to the side door was used 
as a hallway from the side door of 
the house out to the backyard — 
it saw a lot of thru traffic. A bath 
off the kitchen also needed to be 
updated,” said Rossignol.

Rossignol converted the home’s 
family room into a 20- by 24-foot 
kitchen, moving the dining room 
to be adjacent to the kitchen and 
relocating the family room to the 
front of the house. The family 
room is now a playroom for the 
boys. It will convert to a den when 
their children get older.

“I felt it was important to retain the integrity of the Federal-style detailing  
found in the rest of the house while introducing a modern look…” 

— Allen Rossignol, homeowner | architect
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In the kitchen, a 4.5- by 10-
foot charcoal gray island, with a 
white Cambria quartz top, seats 
eight comfortably and is a prime 
location for dinners, homework, 
and time together. Two glass 
bead pendant lights illuminate 
the island which features custom-
turned wooden legs. Cabinets 
are white with wood inserts and 
7-inch, two-piece custom crown 
molding with beading around the 
cabinet doors. Every surface of the 
cabinets are finished including the 
end panels.

“I felt it was important to retain 
the integrity of the Federal-style 
detailing found in the rest of 
the house while introducing a 
modern look: Wide crown and 
baseboard moldings, finishes that 
reflect the quality of the original 
construction. We paid special 
attention to architectural details 
and finishes,” Rossignol said.
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The Rossignols selected a porcelain wood-look plank 
floor in gray and neutral tones. A three-panel slider 
opens to a lush, landscaped backyard, with new 
pergola, patio and outdoor pool matching the scale and 
proportions of their new kitchen.

A stovetop with five burners in the center of the 
countertop on one wall has a sleek stainless steel hood 
above that becomes a sculptural element in the room. 
Placement of the cooktop in front of three windows, 
with custom wood grid to match the original windows 
in the home, brings the outside in.

A double oven with convection to the left of the cooktop 
and refrigerator to the right creates a symmetry that 
echoes throughout the room. A glass-tiled gray and 
white backsplash adds a finished look to the feature 
wall.

 There are cooking centers around the kitchen such as a 
drawer under the ovens for pots and pans, a cabinet left 
of the ovens for a mixer and, by the refrigerator, a garage 
cabinet with microwave under the counter. Another 
cabinet for the coffeemaker allows small appliances to 
remain out of sight when not in use.
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The adjacent dining room has some creative built-ins 
to maximize space and to hide clutter. A black door 
with milk white glass is a coat closet across from the 
side entrance of the home. Next to it, a built-in white 
cabinet hides lockers for the boys. Drawers underneath 
hold shoes and boots. Directly opposite a side door and 
in a heavily-trafficked area, they serve as a twist on a 
mudroom.

The dining table has a rectilinear glass bead light fixture 
above that matches the two pendants over the kitchen 
island. A wet bar on the back wall — with the same gray 
and white glass-tiled wall as the kitchen backsplash — 
is used for serving when the family and guests gather.

A bath off the kitchen has been upgraded with a vessel 
sink, a base cabinet in the same style as the kitchen, 
and a walk-in, no-step glass shower with trench drain 
that seamlessly blends into the floor grout. A glass tile 
accent wall done in light gray with charcoal accents and 
wall sconces complete the look.

“We took cues from the rest of the house,” said 
Rossignol, whose  four bedroom,  three bath home 
features doors and windows that are original to the 
house, beautiful hardwoods, a wood-burning fireplace 
in the living room and French doors that lead from the 
living room out to a screened porch.



This is truly a design that matches the quality and integrity of the historic elements found in this beautiful home. Today, their growing 
family can enjoy the convenience of a modern kitchen with its improved function and more efficient use of space.

•••
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BY DONNA DE PALMA | FREELANCE WRITER 
PHOTOS PROVIDE BY: ROBIN HARGRAVE | ARCHITECT

The remarkable team of architect Robin Hargrave, contractor Peter 
Trieb and interior designer Robin Muto transformed an historic 
home on Mt. Hope Avenue into the First Church of Christ Scientist. 
The congregation’s church had been located at 440 East Avenue for 
over 100 years. The Board of Trustees sold the building to Rochester 
Lyric Opera in 2015 and began searching for a smaller place.

Karen Pakulski, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the church, 
said the house, at 701 Mt. Hope Avenue, came at the right time 
and in the right location. “The setting is lovely and is within city 
limits. The upkeep for the larger church was becoming more 
than we could manage. Our goal was to become more involved 
in community outreach. We felt our funds could be better spent 
helping the community,” Pakulski said.

When Peter Trieb of Preservation Matters, was hired for the 
renovation, he saw that the structure required updates to the roof, 
weatherproofing and some reconfigurations to the interior. An 
east-facing porch was also suggested.

“Because the house is in a historic preservation district, we were 
restricted from making exterior changes to the site. The interior 

needed to be reconfigured for its new use. This design and build 
— an adaptive reuse of an original structure — required designers 
uniquely qualified for this type of a project. I felt fortunate to 
assemble a team, from project start, who were so capable,” Trieb 
said.

He called in Hargrave to help with an addition, interior renovations 
and space planning. “The bones of the one-and-one-half story 
house were good,” said Hargrave. “Our challenge was restructuring 
a house that was originally a residence, then a law office, to become 
an assembly space. We also needed to design an entryway that 
would become a central gathering area and separate spaces for 
Sunday school and child care.”

Muto, of Robin Muto Interiors, was very familiar with the site. She 
has lived in the Swillburg neighborhood for over 40 years, many of 
which she and her husband spent serving on the board of the South 
East Area Coalition. “I was thrilled when Peter and Robin asked 
me to work on this project because it touches so close to home. 
The transformation was about taking an old farmhouse and making 
it feel like a religious space,” Muto said.Her focus was on adding 

historic home
rochester church

an
F I R S T  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T  S C I E N T I S T  G E T S  N E W  A S S E M B L Y
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interior architectural detailing to the renovated 
spaces. “We covered the walls and ceiling of the 
auditorium [a newly-created assembly space 
Hargrave created by combining two additions] 
with four-inch, white V-groove board. The 
boards are handmade with a beveled edge to add 
detail. We installed beams on the pitched ceiling 
in that room, again in white to add even more 
architectural detail.”

Existing hardwood floors that the congregation 
hoped to reuse, oak strip flooring without tongue 
and groove, were replaced with a wood-like 
laminate on the advice of Trieb and Hargrave. 
“Reclaimed wood floors would have best echoed 
the themes of a farmhouse, but because of 
practical constraints, a flooring that mimics the 
look of wood was more suitable,” Hargrave said.

Muto chose modern recessed lighting 
throughout. A unique feature was installed in 
the auditorium. “I suggested 54-inch circle lights 
near the podium that resemble halos. Always 
on my mind, was the fact that I was designing a 
religious space that required a certain reverence 
in the choice of materials and colors,” Muto 
said. Muto also proposed plantation shutters to 
control the amount of natural light entering the 
church.

The only color in the interior, other than white, 
comes from the blue leather cushions Muto 
used for her custom natural wood chairs in the 
auditorium. “Blue is symbolic of water and 
sky. It seemed appropriate for a religious space 
designed for contemplation and prayer,” she said.

Hargrave, Trieb and Muto worked as a team 
to complete the design of an overflow room, 
a Sunday school area and two baths within the 
church. The front porch, according to Hargrave 
defines the Greek Revival-style of the church, 
now serves as a youth reading porch.

The Sunday school portion of the church is 
housed in the oldest portion of the original 
structure. Muto chose a carpet that reminds her 
of prairie grasses. “The pattern looks like long 
grasses in blues and orange,” she said. “I pulled 
out the blue again, as the primary color for this 
project’s palette. Blue is so calming.”

Trieb and Hargrave agree with Muto, “You should 
feel something when you are in a church. As if 
you are leaving the craziness of the day behind. 
A church should be a place where you can feel 
free to be one with God or however you want to 
express that experience. We wanted to create that 
feeling of becoming quiet and communing with 
something bigger.”

Pakulski said the congregation is very grateful 
the project has been completed and is equally 
happy to be in their new space. “We are at peace 
knowing our old church on East Avenue, though 
missed, is being put to such good use,” she said.

Architect Robin W. Hargrave, specializes in historic 
preservation and architectural design. With an eye 
toward sustainability and environmentally-friendly 
design solutions, she strives to preserve, restore, 
renovate and renew while offering innovative design 
to residential and commercial clients throughout 
the Finger Lakes. robinwhargrave@gmail.com.

Robin Muto Interiors, a full service interior design 
and lighting design firm, offers residential and 
commercial design services. robin@robinmuto.com.

Peter Belden Trieb is consultant and contractor 
of his company that offers a full range of historic 
preservation services for owners of old and historic 
homes and the caretakers of museum, religious, 
municipal, commercial and institutional buildings. 
Peter@PreservationMatters.com.

• • •
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summer gardening success.
SEVEN TIPS FOR

When temperatures peak and the summer 
sun shines for long hours throughout the 
day, it can put a burden on your garden and 
the plants growing in it. Some steps may 
be easier to take than others, but there are 
ways to keep your greenery thriving even 
in relentlessly scorching heat. Of course, 
having the right tools and a personal 
commitment to gardening are a couple of 
the first and most important rules, but these 
tips can serve as simple, helpful ways to 
keep your garden growing strong.

CHECK EQUIPMENT.

Before getting carried away with digging, 

tilling or watering, be sure that all of the 
tools for these jobs and others are ready for 
use. Inspect hoses and spigots for leaks and 
holes, ensure that hand tools are sturdy and 
monitor your inventory of important items 
like soil to make sure you have enough for 
the tasks ahead.

KNOW WHAT TO GROW.

Instead of gardening on a hunch and wasting 
water or other precious resources on plants 
that simply don’t grow well or bloom in the 
summer, research which flowers, plants and 
bushes will succeed. Local experts who sell 
seeds and bulbs can likely help guide you 

while you shop for your next plant.

WATER EARLY.

By watering in the morning, you can 
achieve multiple objectives. First, you 
won’t be stuck sweating it out when the 
sun is directly overhead during the day 
while trying to hydrate your plants. Second, 
soaking the soil early can help plants stay 
hydrated throughout the hottest parts of the 
day, rather than allowing them to dry out in 
the heat and attempting to rehydrate them 
later.

MIX NUTRIENTS WITH WATER.

Adding fertilizer to water can help balance 



monarch 
butterfly 
journey.

THE ANNUAL

Every year, monarch butterflies embark on a 3,000-
mile migration across North America. This feat of 
endurance lasts eight months, spans three countries 
and captivates people worldwide.

These graceful pollinators rely on milkweed for 
feeding and reproduction, but over the last decade, 
a reduction of milkweed habitats has occurred along 
the butterflies’ flight path. The decline of any species 
can be a threat to natural diversity.

When the weather starts to warm each year, monarchs 
make their way north from Mexico to begin breeding. 
Upon arriving in Texas, the butterflies begin to lay 
eggs on milkweed. Milkweed is the sole food source 
for monarch larvae, more commonly known as 
caterpillars. As milkweed plantings have diminished, 
so has the monarch population.

Environmentalists and butterfly lovers have taken 
notice of the monarchs’ dwindling numbers. BASF, 
a company that serves farmers and agricultural 
customers, launched Living Acres in 2015. Living 
Acres is a research initiative designed to help farmers 
establish milkweed beds in noncropland areas.

Farmers and landowners can play an important role 
in helping increase monarch populations simply by 
starting a milkweed garden. With employee-tended 

monarch gardens, BASF is also sustaining butterflies at its manufacturing sites.

As summer approaches, caterpillars begin their metamorphoses, hatching and 
transforming into vivid orange and black butterflies.

Once mature, the monarchs continue their journey northward, passing over cool 
valleys and prairieland. Monarchs look for resting places in open plains, often 
settling in beds of milkweed alongside cornfields, gardens, playgrounds and rural 
roadsides.

Some of the most popular flight paths include the Corn Belt and Interstate 
35, a corridor that runs from Texas to Minnesota. Legislators implemented a 
federal plan to create habitable space along highways for monarchs by planting 
milkweed in ditches. This initiative offers food and shelter for weary butterflies 
and provides nursery sites for monarch eggs.

Monarchs then begin winging their way south to the oyamel fir forests of 
Mexico. They spend their winters there, crowded together on the tree branches 
for warmth, which can appear to transform the trees into blazing orange clouds.

When warm weather returns the following year, monarchs resume their migration 
northward and continue the cycle of breeding the next monarch generation.

Establishing your own milkweed habitat is a great way to get involved and make 
an impact on the continued reign of the monarch butterfly. 

For planting tips, visit Living Acres at Facebook.com/BASFLivingAcres. 

[FAMILY FEATURES]
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out deficiencies in certain minerals, depending on the quality of 
your soil, especially if you aren’t able to water frequently.

KEEP POTTED PLANTS COOL.

When sitting in the sun, certain types of pots may absorb heat, 
sometimes causing the plants within to dry out and become 
overheated. Lightly mulching the pots can help, as can placing the 
pot in a saucer full of moist sand.

ADD SHADE.

Another way to keep potted plants, and all other plants, cool is to 
set up a canopy or shade cloth. Especially if your garden is subject 
to nearly all-day sunlight, it’s helpful to give it some shade at the 
hottest parts of the day with a canopy directly above.

PROTECT AGAINST PESTS.

While it can be difficult, keeping pests and insects out of your 
garden can help keep both you and your plants healthy. Repellants 
are an obvious option, but some may negatively affect the growth 
of plants. Instead, practice habits like maintaining healthy soil and 
getting rid of standing water (which can attract mosquitoes) to 
actively deter insects.

By staying committed and following these tips among others, you 
can keep your garden lush and growing even during the summer’s 
hottest days. Find more tips for a successful garden year-round at 
eLivingToday.com. [FAMILY FEATURES]
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